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Kevin McGrath writes: East London Squatters 
occupied more houses on Tuesday this week, 
undeterred by the increasing use of profes- 
sional thugs by local councils to carry out 
illegal evictions of squatters. 


On Wednesday, May 14, Haringey Council (of 
Hornsey College fame) set bailiffs on 44 Bury 
Road, London N22, where Jim and Val Cogan 
had moved in with their two children, backed 
by the North London Squatters. (Contact: 
340 6331.) 


There was no warning. After consultation with 
the police round the corner, the strong-arm 
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squad, armed with pick-axe handles, an axe, 
and a battering-ram, smashed their way in, 
breaking in the door and the windows. There 
were no barricades, and no attempt at resis- 
tance. 


*% * * 


The organisation, hired by the Council, has 
also been used against gypsies, and by Red- 
bridge Council on April 21 against the East 
London Squatters (when they broke one man’s 
jaw). It is the “ detective agency ” of the notor- 
ious Barrie Quartermain. 


In the tactful words of Alexander Mitchell of 
the Sunday Times (May 18) Quartermain 


THIS WEEK/P3 
LSE: END 
OF THE 
AFFAIR? 


ONE SHILLING 


“ won his reputation as an energetic divorce 
? 


investigator ”’. 


Haringey Council has already housed a family 
in 44 Bury Road, and has also rushed tenants 
into a number of other long-vacant houses in 
the area. The Cogans also are better off be- 
cause of the squat—they are in a welfare 
department house better than the one they 
were evicted from. 


Meanwhile, Redbridge Council has wrecked 87 
out of 105 empty houses it owns (Sunday 
Times, May 18). So much for its offer to make 
these houses available to other local authori- 
ties for homeless families. 


ROGER MOODY on the gypsy-student alliance 


~ WHERE THE ACTION IS 


Roger Moody writes: Derby Day this 
year may go down in Romany history 
as the beginning of the end of 
“moving on”. 

On June 1 the first of 300 or more 
travelling families will exercise their 
traditional right of drawing onto 
Epsom Downs for the June 4 races. 
In doing so, they will be defying the 
organisers of the races. 


Last year, 180 families 
“illegally ”, and a number of travel- 
lers were summonsed and fined. This 
year the organisers have hired 
Securicor patrols to shadow the 
travellers, and are planning attempts 
to intimidate them into leaving the 
area (Evening Standard, May 17). 


But Grattan Puxon, of the Gypsy 
Council, and other gypsy cam- 
paigners are hoping to take a lawyer 
to Epsom, ready to call the bluff of 
would-be intimidators and, if neces- 
sary, to fight in the courts for the 
right of the travellers to use public 
land. It is also hoped to have National 
Council for Civil Liberties observers 
there. 


First gypsy paper 
out soon 


What is even more important is that 
the travellers will have in their hands 
at Epsom a new weapon—the first 
issue of their own newspaper. 


This will at last make it possible to 
link sporadic local actions against 
persecution and eviction. The broad- 
sheet is a response to almost nation- 
wide intolerance of the travellers’ 
simple demands—somewhere to stop, 
to draw water, to deposit rubbish, 
and to send their children to school. 


camped P 


The paper will, in particular, aim at 
getting Part II of the Caravan Sites 
Act—which would oblige local 
authorities to set up sites for travel- 
lers—brought into operation, either 
voluntarily by local authorities, or on 
nae from the central Govern- 
ment. 


It will also work for the right of 
travellers to take their traditional 
art in events like Epsom, and in 
other local fairs. 


On June 21 another confrontation on 
the same issue is expected, at Cam- 
bridge’s Midsummer Fair—for cen- 
turies a traditional gypsy venue, 
though it has now devolved into little 
more than a fun-fair. 


As far back as 1948, when Cambridge 
Council tried to prevent travellers 
using Midsummer Common, they re- 
sponded by blocking access roads and 
forcing the Council (also under pres- 
sure from the police) to allow the 
caravans in. 


Later, the Council opened near-by 
Stourbridge Common, charging £10 
per vehicle for a mobile lavatory, 
some dustbins, and two stand-pipes. 
Despite the outrageous fee, 400 
families used the site. 


But last year Cambridge Council 
closed Stourbridge Common. 
alternative field, offered by the city 
Council in the course of negotiations 
with the Gypsy Council, was unac- 
ceptable to the travellers. 


First the travellers camped out in 
the city streets. Then, as the fair 
opened, they stormed their way onto 
Stourbridge Common, led by a lorry 
which broke down the barricades. 


But when Cambridge Council 
attempted to prosecute a handful of 
the travellers, the cases were thrown 
out of court. Said the magistrate on 


that occasion: “The travellers have 
a traditional right to be on the 
Common.” 


This year Cambridge Council has 
offered another site for the duration 
of the Midsummer Fair, at Coleman’s 
Common. But it is not clear yet 
whether it will be acceptable to the 
travellers. If not, another pointless 
and illegal eviction attempt can be 
expected. 


Students are shown 


their power 


Efforts are now under way to organise 
a students’ “emergency force” in 
Cambridge. That student groups of 
this kind can help travellers in suc- 
cessfully resisting harassment has 
already been clearly demonstrated, 
notably in the-past week both in 
London (Enfield) and in Lancashire. 


Since the vicious evictions from 
Mollison Avenue and Alma Road (see 
last week’s Peace News) Enfield Col- 
lege of Technology students have 
mounted a permanent guard on the 
Turkey Street site, where the travel- 
lers are now encamped. 


AN The local Council has not tried any 


further action, and though Council 
Chairman Alderman Young (a 
Governor of Enfield Tech) would give 
no undertaking to four gypsies who 
met with him for an hour last Thurs- 
day, May 15, he was thought to have 
“softened ” by the end of the inter- 
view (at any rate, he shook the 
travellers’ hands). 

Three fairly sympathetic councillors 
visited Turkey Street later in the 
week, and the local papers have at 
last given the affair the attention it 


deserves, with two front-page spreads, 


Students went into action at Sutton 
(near St Helens, Lancashire) last 
Friday, May 16, with even greater 
zeal. Sixty of them were rallied within 
a few hours through the Manchester 
Gypsy Liaison Committee’s emer- 
gency telephone system (see Projects, 
page 2) to mount the barricades on a 
piece of private land used by 60 
caravans, believed to be a dump for 
old poison-gas and bombs. 


While the owner was reluctant to 
move the travellers off because they 
had nowhere to go, a local councillor 
(named Tickle) took on the job “ be- 
cause of local pressure ”’. 


Tickle is a Liberal who allegedly sees 
the solution to the gypsy problem in 
sending the travellers “ back to their 
own countries ”’—even, presumably, 
the English ones. He said he was go- 
ing to drive the towing-lorry by 
himself. In the event, the eviction was 
postponed. 


According to David Graham (of the 
Gypsy Liaison Committee) the day’s 
events “did more for student 
none in Manchester than anything 
else ”’. 


He explains that, ever since the Man- 
chester authorities adopted a 
paternalist, non-committal attitude to 
the 40-odd families now located 
opposite the Union, support for the 
Gypsy Liaison group has tended to 
slip away. 


The Sutton emergency showed the 
students the extent of their power: 
galvanised swiftly, applied to a living 
Situation, and supported by the 


gypsies themselves. it also provided 
ample opportunity for vigorous “on- 
the-site ” arguments about the merits 
of violent vis-a-vis non-violent action. 
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GYPSY SCHOOL ON WAY 


Britain’s first gypsy school is on its 
way. Designed by students of the 
Architectural Association, it is to be 
built under the direction of a gypsy 
master-carpenter, Fred Wood, on a 
site owned by London’s Redbridge 
Council. 

Launching an appeal in Peace News 
(4 October 1968) Venice Puxon, the 
school’s Directress, pointed out that 
“over 90% of gypsy children are 
illiterate. The Plowden Report called 
them the most severely deprived in 
Britain ”. 

Mrs Puxon complimented the Red- 
bridge Council on opening a well- 
serviced site (within the meaning of 
Part II of the Caravan Dwellers Act) 
in record time, and asked for £10,000 
to cover costs of materials, furnish- 
ings, and teacher’s salary. 


In fact, the target has not yet been 
reached. But the donation of 
Montessori teaching equipment from 
Europe, and (it is hoped) the free 
services of a United Nations work- 
camp to put the building up, should 
ensure that the school is opened this 
summer. 


Mobile gypsy school 
for Midlands 


Redbridge Council has also given per- 
mission for a play-area to be opened 
adjacent to the school. 


Many Bee are looking at the 
project with high interest. There’s the 


Council of Europe, for example. It is 
especially interested in a piece of 
“control group” research planned 
after the school is established, in 
which children at Redbridge will be 
compared with a non-schooled group 
of children in Hertfordshire. 


set up in Wales in 1965. 


nursery and exhibition hall. 


afternoon. 


details.) It’ll just be fun. 


Then there are the local schools, who 
have maintained good relations with 
Venice Puxon, and husband Grattan, 
and are likely to have the children 
in their classes in the future. 

There is also Birmingham United 
Nations Association, which, together 
with the Walsall Human Rights Com- 
mittee, is soon to provide its own 
mobile gypsy school for the Midlands. 
Money and offers of help to: Venice 
Puxon, 14 Princes Avenue, London 
N3 (Tel: 01-349 9427). 


Traveller families 
share in 
student facilities 


Manchester’s Gypsy Liaison Com- 
mittee (currently synonymous with 
the Community Action Emergency 
Force) has set precedents now being 
emulated at Keele University, and 
which groups in Birmingham and 
Nottingham should follow very soon. 


In February, with the help of the 
Community Research and Action 
Group (CRAG) 40 Manchester 
students and gypsies turned out in 
force to prevent an eviction from one 
of four sites in the city boundary. 
They had been gathered together at 
only a few hours notice, through a 
telephone call from the site to the 
Manchester Students Union, and by 
a call for volunteers broadcast over 
the Union intercom. 


Soon after its formation, the Gypsy 
Liaison Committee extended its brief 
to inviting caravans onto University 
property opposite the Students Union, 
and sharing Union facilities with the 
travelling families, who now number 
40. 


Its main work, so far, has been to develop a dis-used railway 
shed, and surrounding land, as a play area in Kentish Town. Plans 
are now under way to build a unique structure on the site—“‘the 
largest untrammelled piece of land in London’’—as a centre 
for children’s theatre, dance, 


mime, and music, and as a day 


Meanwhile, there is an event like Carnival 69. It will involve 
children and adults in 30 or 40 events on Whit Saturday, and be 
preceded by a procession (starting at 11 am) from Finsbury Park, 
through North-West London, 


and back to the Park for the 


Tt won’t be a spectacular. It won’t be “‘ radical” like the Com- 
munity Action Union Walk the same weekend, nor “ dedicated ” 
like Christian CND’s Whitsun Walk for Life. (See Diary for 


RIGHT: One of the floats—a giant bird —that has been taken 
round North London schools in the last few weeks to raise 
support for Whit Saturday’s Carnival 69. 


‘“‘ Sharing” at the Union means child- 
ren using baths and showers, games 
and play-rooms, while their parents 
are taught the “Three Rs” in adult 
education classes held in the even- 
ings, or relax in the Union bars. 


But the situation is not all roses. 
Some University porters are unhappy 
about children messing up the pas- 
sages, and leaving scum on the baths. 
There will be a meeting between 
porters, students, and gypsies later 
this week, to sort out better arrange- 


ments——probably involving  super- 
vision of the children. 
Some students feel a little dis- 


gruntled that children play on the 
green outside the library while they 
work for exams. And the Gypsy 
Liaison Committee believes the waste- 
ground now used by the travellers is 
to be built on within three months. 


Solid opposition to 


any eviction 


Clearly, no temporary provision com- 
pensates for a proper site with 
amenities (as prescribed by the 
Caravan Dwellers Act Part II). But 
Manchester City Council wilfully 
neglects to provide such a site. 


In addition, the tendency of Irish 
gypsies or tinkers (the travelling 
“lower classes’) to antagonise their 
English counterparts—and the post- 
war homeless families who associate 
with the English—has, according to 
David Graham of CRAG, been re- 
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flected among the students them- 
selves. 


Whatever the truth of the matter 
(and I believe it was actually the 
Irish children who last week started 
a clearance operation on the Union 
site) there is hope for solid opposition 
among the travellers and students to 
any attempt by the Council or 
University authorities to force an 
eviction from the site before an 
alternative is found, 


Students in non-violent 


obstruction 


One way to build opposition is 
through groupings similar to Man- 
chester’s Community Action Emer- 
gency Force, as a complement to the 
valuable local work now carried out 
by members of the Gypsy Council 
(e.g. at Enfield—see last week’s 
Peace News). 

It's encouraging news that such a 
“ force’? has now been started at 
Keele. In fact, a number of students 
non-violently obstructed an eviction 
there two weeks ago. There are also 
good prospects for other groups in 
the Midlands. 


But the real need is for groups in 
each University in the country to 
compel the country-wide implementa- 
tion of the Caravan Dwellers Act. 


The Manchester group is willing to 
provide speakers, and a news-sheet 
between groups. For help and infor- 
mation, contact: Gypsy Liaison Com- 
mittee: c/o 58 High Lane, Manchester 
21. Tel: 061-881 1788. 


See also front page. 


BOYS AND GIRLS COME OUT TO PLAY 


“This is the chief point: one must wake people up to their inner 
lives! ”’ So says artist Tammo de Jongh, President of the Positive 
Movement, pioneer of TAMMOLAND—a new creative play centre 
to be set up in Kentish Town—and organiser of tomorrow’s 
(Whit Saturday) Carnival 69 in London’s Finsbury Park. 


Tammo de Jongh has lived for 10 years in North-West London. 
Like almost everyone else on earth, he wants to see his environ- 
ment broken up and made manageable by ordinary human beings. 
Together with fellow London artists—such as Brian Collingwood 
—he is doing this by “promoting creative play and youth 
centres”. The Positive Movement—embracing these aims—was 


These children are at Rhyl School NWS 


2 —| ww °3 


DAVID DOWNES 


LSE: the 
end of 


the affair? | 


David Downes has been at LSE for 
10 years: first as a graduate student 
and now as Lecturer in Social 
Administration.—Eds. 


On Wednesday, May 7, the staff of 
LSE (London School of Economics) 
took their single most decisive action 
since the beginning of the “ troubles ” 
over two years ago. 


At an Academic Board meeting, they 
passed by over 100 votes to 36 a 
motion which, in effect, gave the 
Administration carte blanche to take 
whatever measures they deemed 
appropriate to deal with the situation. 


Only 25 members of staff voted for a 
motion to forgo disciplinary measures 
against staff and students involved in 
the taking down of the gates in Febru- 
ary, and in disrupting lectures during 
the week preceding the meeting. 


As one of these 25, I clearly represent 
a standpoint in the School which has 
been, at least for the foreseeable 
future, decisively repudiated by the 
vast majority of the staff—many of 
whom had been, 10 days earlier, 
deeply unhappy about the process 
whereby two lecturers, Nicholas 
Bateson and Robin Blackburn, had 
been dismissed for their alleged role 
in the gates episode. 


Staff Dualism 


This vote was taken by the press to 
be a vindication of the Administra- 
tion’s determination (heralded in 
several interviews and letters to The 
Times) to take a “firm line” against 
student protest. 


Yet, at the same meeting, the Board 
also passed (by fewer votes) a motion 


that no fresh disciplinary measures: 


be taken without adequate student 
participation in the disciplinary 


bodies concerned. The following 
week, the Director delegated his dis- 
ciplinary powers to selected members 
of staff, with himself as court of 
appeal, and with no student represen- 
tation. 


This dualism, which has plagued LSE 
since the first conflict some three 
years ago, could hardly be more aptly 
illustrated. Faced with student 
“anarchy ’’, culminating in the dis- 
ruption of lectures, the staff swing 
(with reluctance) behind established 
authority. 


‘Student Power’ 


At the same time, however, the staff 
still be le that the posture adopted 
by the Administration must be modi- 
fied: hence the plea for a move to- 
ward more democratic structures, a 
plea that is quietly ignored. 


This split illustrates the two main 
problems facing the School: first, 
how to achieve a democratic system 
of government, in which the power is 
vested in the staff, and not the 
Administration: second, how to re- 
solve the issues involved in “ student 
power ”’. 


For what has become increasingly 
clear, as the process of “ contesta- 
tion” has developed, is that the 
structure of government and the dis- 
tribution of power in the School are 
profoundly authoritarian. The main 
effect of the “student power ” issue 
has been to throw into sharp relief 
the political bias in the School’s 
system of government, especially the 
fact that the staff are virtually power- 
less in the running of their own in- 
stitution, 

Deciding and initiating, as everyone 
by now must know, rest mainly in the 
hands of the Director and the Stand- 


& 
& 


ing Committee of the Court of Gov- 
ernors, which includes minority 
representation of academics. The 
School’s General Purposes Committee 
—elected by the Academic Board— 
and the Board itself, which is com- 
posed of the whole of the teaching 
staff and some research staff, does not 
have anything more than advisory 
power. 


Board Votes 


The central problem facing the 
School is, therefore, how to transfer 
effective power from the Administra- 
tion and place it in the hands of the 
Academic Board. Only the Adminis- 
tration and the Governors can consti- 
tutionally do this: which is rather 
like expecting the House of Lords to 
voluntarily vote that its powers 
should be vested in the House of 
Commons. 


As things stand, the Governors of 
LSE can use the votes of the Board in 


Letters 


Peace News or 
War Cry? 


_Bill Hillier’s article last week, headed 


“Jews and Arabs join in London 
Protest” and reporting on the demon- 
Stration in Trafalgar Square by the 
Palestine resistance movement, is 
sheer cant. 

Any Jew who believes the Palestine 
“liberation” organisation is con- 
cerned about the welfare of the Jews 
in Israel should have his head ex- 
amined. 


| chauvinistic, 


Contrary to the image of respecta- 
bility projected in the tranquility of 
Trafalgar Square, the Arab guerrilla 
movements are composed of 
suicidal, trigger-happy 
fanatics who are prepared to shoot 
out their differences even among 
themselves. 


They are not perturbed when civilian 
life is lost as a result of their 
activities. Al Fatah has published 
posters glorifying as a martyr the 
psychopath assassin of Senator 
Robert Kennedy. 


Jews should beware that the promises 
of the Palestine resistance movements 
may be no more reliable than their 
reports of the casualties and damage 
they claim they inflict on Israeli 
military targets. 

One promise they probably would 
keep. That is to treat as “aliens” 
(Al Fatah manifesto) Jewish immi- 


grants in Israel, whether refugees or 
not. 

The aspirations of the resistance 
movements based on the feasibility 
of “liberating”’ Palestine are typical 
Middle Eastern wishful thinking, and 
they are proving to be an embarrass- 
ment even to the pro-Arab Soviet 
Union. 

In the meantime, it seems that Peace 
News is in very strange company. If 
it persists in its present policy, it will 
have to change its name to War Cry. 
Arthur Manis 

Flat 26A, Broad Street 

Teddington, Middlesex. 


Letters—preferably short 
or they may be cut—must 
arrive at Peace News by 
first post Monday. — Eds. 
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LSE/LONDON: Policemen, one in 


plain clothes, struggle with a 
student picket at the gates of the 
School. This was Wednesday, May 
7, when militants were maintaining 
a blockade of food supplies to the 
School. 


any way they like. If, for example, the 
Board passes a vote that endorses the 
Governors’ position and policies, this 
is used as evidence to support the 
legitimacy of their policies. If, con- 
versely, the Board passes votes 
implicitly critical of the Governors’ 
handling of policies—as has been the 
case quite frequently—this is ignored. 


(To give an example: When the 
Board voted in 1968 to reject the Re- 
port of the Machinery of Government 
Committee, it also voted that “the 
final authority in all academic matters 
should lie with the Academic Board ”, 
and that an appropriate committee 
structure should be set up to this 
end. Nothing happened. The resolu- 
tions were ignored.) 


Hence it is now imperative to re- 
activate proposals for change in the 
School’s system of government: 
proposals that effectively give control 
fo the staff, and extensive student 
participation in decision-making. 


Great Powers 


But whatever the system of govern- 
ment at LSE, the issue of “student 
power” would remain. And it must 
be admitted that this particular 
crusade has used many techniques 
one would prefer a radical move- 
ment to do _ without: character 
assassination, distortion of the facts, 
and so forth. Claims, for example, 
that there is no teaching at LSE about 


continued on page 9 
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ROGER BARNARD on the struggle for Socialist Humanism 
PUTTING MR MARX TOGETHER AGAIN 


Ivan Svitak’s essay, “The Genius and 
the Apparatus ”, printed this week as 
a four-page supplement to Peace 
News, came to birth in the now-famous 
“Czech Spring” of 1968, before the 
Soviet invasion and occupation of his 
country. Written with tremendous 
vigour, it shows Svitak, who is Pro- 
fessor of Philosophy at Charles 
University in Prague, as an outstand- 
ing intellectual leader of those Czech 
revolutionaries who are demanding 
not mere “ democratisation” of an 
oppressive and totalitarian system, 
but its replacement by full socialist 
democracy. 


Svitak’s essay 1s an attempt to re- 
define the original promise of Karl 
Marx's work as a theory and method 
for the salvation of the whole of 
mankind. (It’s worth remembering 
that Marx once revised a German 
socialist programme to emphasise 
that his aim was not only to save 
the worker but also the capitalist and 
boss.) This in itself would be reason 
enough for its appearance in Peace 
News, but there are others that ought 
to have mention. 


Anarchists and pacifists have always 
tended to be wary of Marxism, for a 
number of reasons. Some of these 
have been valid: I’m thinking, 
for example, of the sort of 
critique that libertarians point to 
in Camus and Buber, Arendt and 
Macdonald, namely that Marx in- 
adequately understood the psychology 
of power, under-estimated the scope 
and growth of mass-communications, 
grounded his theories in an unnatural 
philosophy of will and history, and 
was unduly obsessed with building 
jntellectual “systems” that would 
account for every human  con- 
tingency. 
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Others have been less valid: accusa- 
tions, for example, that Marx failed 
to analyse adequately the question of 
military and political domination, or 
that he didn’t recognise the serious- 
ness of the growth of the State and 
its emergence as an instrument of 
war and oppression. Of course he 
didn’t. He was a man of his time and 
place, after all, and he didn’t make a 
careful analysis of modern State 
capitalism or totalitarianism because 
he didn’t have the data. 


The third, closely connected with the 
second, has been the debilitating con- 
text of our “free” academia, 
especially departments of philosophy 
and political science, where the de- 
liberate fragmentation of knowledge, 
and the artificial separation of theory 
from practice, have _ effectively 
blocked any study of Marx’s philoso- 
phy in its true light, as one of the 
finest tools of knowledge and analysis 
bequeathed to radicals by Western 
humanism. 


DONT PACK UP: JUST PACK 


If you want to do something practical for peace, spend a couple of 
hours on Wednesday evenings helping to dispatch PEACE NEWS. 
From 5 to 8 o’clock on Wednesday nights we put the world right, 


drink tea, wrap up papers—and you stand a good chance of get- 
ting roped in for other activities. We urgently need some more 
helpers right now. At: 5 Caledonian Road, London N1. 


THE STAFF 


But, as Svitak is quick to point out, 
Marx did leave us one priceless gift: 
his criticism, an analytic method for 
dealing with these questions, used by 
Lenin and Luxemburg on imperialism, 
by Engels on military technology, by 
Lange and Schumpeter on State 
capitalism, and to this day, with 
some modification, by philosophers as 
disparate as Kolakowski on linguistics 
theory and Marcuse on mass-culture 
and production relations. 


Too often, however, I’m afraid that 
many of us among the anti-war and 
libertarian movements on the Left 
have fallen easy, undiscriminating 
victims to the gigantic con carried 
out on the proper meaning of Marx, 
and have somehow been led to accept 
distorted concepts of Marxism as 
reality. For, in the last half-century, 
Marx’s work has suffered a “ triple 
violence”, to use Helder Camara’s 
phrase. And the result, as Svitak re- 
marks, is that “the true picture of 
what the man Marx really was has 
been transformed by the apparatuses 
of the movement, and by History it- 
self, into an absolute labyrinth of 
contradictions”. 


Socialism came to 
birth by the 
wrong operation 


The first, most obvious, violence done 
to Marx has been the Stalinoid distor- 
tion of his theory’s original potential 
—a total philosophy aimed at radical 
human self-liberation—into the rigid, 
stultifying ideology of today’s 
apparatchiks, who abuse it to mask 
their own brand of dictatorial class 


tule behind  quasi-revolutionary 
rhetoric. 
The second has been the facile 


acquiescence of Cold War liberals, 
every bit as ideological in their way 
as any orthodox Stalinoid, in the false 
image of Marx assiduously promoted 
by the official culture of Western capi- 
talism: Marx as the coldly rational 
dogmatist, responsible for all the 
horrors of totalitarian fanaticism, 
guilty of rejecting moral sensitivity 
and ethical goals in the supposed 
higher interest of some abstract 
world-historical order. 


This, then, is Official Marx—-pinned 
down, tabulated, and disposed of at 
all points on the political spectrum 
from Right to established Left. In the 
last 10 years, however, intellectuals 
and activists, both East and West, 
have made strenuous efforts to re- 
formulate the precise nature of that 
rational, free, humane vision that is 
at the heart of the values and objec- 
tives of Marxism. 


Both the “New Left” in America 
and Britain, for example, and the 
worker-student alliances for demo- 
cratic socialism in Eastern Europe, 
have been concerned, in their differ- 
ent ways, to assert that what we now 
know as “socialism” came to birth 
by means of a botched-up Caesarian 
operation, the Stalinist one, which 
was not necessarily its only path and 
which does not, by its dismal results, 
invalidate the original Marxian in- 
sights that Stalinism systematically 
deformed. 


Svitak’s essay—understandably, given 
the nature of the Czech experience 
since 1948—is one of the most recent 
attempts to come to terms with this 
particular aspect of the destruction 
of socialist humanism. He situates 
Marxism where it properly belongs, 
within the great tradition of demo- 
cratic Western rationalism, in marked 
distinction to those who simply see 
the Byzantine aspect of the Stalinist 
mutilation, and who refuse to identify 
the true parentage of the Marxian 
position. 


Moreover, like the democratic- 
rationalist outlook of which it is just 
one part among others, Marxism in- 
sists, says Svitak, that man’s aliena- 
tion can only be grappled with in the 
revolutionary process of superseding 
the entire socio-economic era in which 
it has reached its most complete and 
devastating expression. 


From this point-of-view, it may well 
be that Marx was a threnodist of 
freedom, the last profound optimist 
in a world whose essential tragedy he 
did not, and could not, recognise. His 
deepest, most radical insights, for 
example, are those where he gives 
full rein to his stark vision of man’s 
estrangement from any semblance of 
natural community, and to his chilling 
analysis of the impersonalisation of 
the personal and the personalisation 
of the impersonal, all of. which he 
located at the very centre of his 
description of capitalism. 


But it’s precisely these insights, which 
cut to the marrow of modern life’s 
regimented emptiness, that led Marx 
to recognise that only as man gains 
conscious control of himself, his 
history and society, as well as his 
relations with nature, can alienation 
and social injustice be finally elimina- 
ted and human life be made not per- 
fect, but less traumatic and more 
tolerable. 


For Marx, in other words, the only 
real solution lies in the struggle for 
the development of this free con- 
sciousness: that is to say, it is pre- 
cisely the act of rational and humane 
conduct for achieving the objective 
of overcoming alienation that consti- 
tutes in itself the achievement of that 
objective. This is, for all of us, the 
path from the Kingdom of Necessity 
to the Kingdom of Freedom. 


It is a path, however, that has 
lengthened and got harder to travel 
in the 86 years since Marx died: 
there have been too many detours, 
too many road-blocks, too much 
running-backward. Marx saw, as 
clearly as any thinker ever has, the 
looming barbarism, un-freedom, and 
irrationality of capitalist society, but 
I doubt that even he could have fore- 
seen the full extent of the crisis we 
are in today. 


Free socialism and 
rationalism are 
still our only hope 


None of this, of course, invalidates by 
one iota the dual concepts of demo- 
cratic rationalism and free socialism: 
so long as their humanist core and 
purpose can somehow be preserved, 
and a genuine synthesis established 
with the most trenchant criticisms of 
totalitarianism, they are still the only 
hope left for us, prerequisite for 
making any decent world to live in. 


It is toward that sort of preservation, 
that sort of synthesis, that Svitak’s 
essay looks. We must look with him, 
bearing in mind that what he and 
his fellow socialists in Czechoslovakia 
have lived through since Spring 1968 
not only renders his tone unbearably 
poignant at times, but gives his mes- 
sage an added urgency. 


THE GENIUS AND THE APPARA- 
TUS appeared for the. first time in the 
Czech publication STUDENT in May 
1968. It was later published, in 
Jarmila Veltrusky’s translation, by 
the American magazine NEW 
POLITICS from where it is reprinted. 
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IVAN SVITAK on the murder of Karl Marx 


THE GENIUS AND 
THE APPARATUS 


Master Chuang once dreamed that he was a butterfly fluttering 
hither and thither. The butterfly felt like a butterfly and 
lacked for nothing— it did not know that it was Chuang. 


Suddenly Chuang awoke and was amazed—he is Chuang. And yet 


he does not know if Chuang dreamed that he was a butterfly or if 


the butterfly is now dreaming that it is Chuang. Chuang or 


butterfly—surely there must be some difference. And that is 


what is called the transformability of phenomena. 
CHUANG TSE: Old Chinese Philosopher 
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If Marx came to life and wished to define him- 
self in relation to the image of Marx that has 
been built up since his death, he would find 
himself in Chuang’s situation. And, like the 
Chinese philosopher 2000 years ago, Marx, too, 
would master the problem of the truth of 
paradox. 

He would do so through the antinomies and 
paradoxes of reality, for his genius is the 
highly-developed, clear, and precise conscious- 
ness of the self-in-the-world and the world-in- 
the-self—it is, in other words, the transparent 
reflection of contemporary society in the con- 
sciousness of the individual. 

The more universal genius is, that is to say, 
the more it unites within itself scientific truth, 
which is the message of freedom-and-authority 
for weaklings. 

Marx the scholar is the Copernicus of social 
science: he brought about a transformation 
of the sciences dealing with man similar to 
that which marked the move from astrology 
to astronomy. 


HIGHGATE/NORTH LONDON: Sculptured 
head of “the genius ” overlooking his grave. 
“The true picture of the man Marx really 
was ”, writes Ivan Svitak, “has been trans- 
formed by the apparatuses of the movement, 
and by History itself, into an absolute laby- 
rinth of contradictions.” 


In speaking of Marx as the Copernicus of 
social science, however, we are not implying. 
that the founder of modern astronomy was in- 
fallible. It was Galileo, after all, who dis- 
covered that the orbit of planets round the, 
sun is elliptical and not circular, as Copernicus. 
himself believed. 

Similarly, modern social science re-interprets 
the functioning of man in the modern world, 
but Marx’s anthropocentric stand-point still 
holds true. 


Humanism has been given 
an Asian twist 


Marx was not, is not, and will never be the 
discoverer and theoretician of totalitarian 
dictatorship that he appears today, when the 
original meaning of his work—true humanism 
—has been given a thoroughly Byzantine and 
Asian twist. 

Marx strove for a wider humanism than that 
of the bourgeois democracies that he knew, 
and for wider civil rights, not for the setting 
up of the dictatorship of one class and one 
political party. 

What is today thought to be the Marxist theory 
of the State, and Marxist social science, is 
simply an ideological forgery, a false contem- 
porary conception as wrong as the idea that 
the orbits of heavenly bodies are circular. 


To understand Marx truly, we must be aware 
how much he was conditioned by his time, 
determine his theoretical place, and not con- 
fuse his thought with the later interpretations 
of Lenin, Stalin, and Mao. 


A true picture of Marx depends on an aware- 
ness of his historicity, while the ideological 
conceptions of ‘Marxism’, ‘ Marxism- 
Leninism ”, or “ Maoism ” are functional ideo- 
logical tools used by apparatuses to manipulate 
the masses, and not objective, truthful, and 
historically-valid interpretations. 


continued overleaf. 
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In brief, just as it was necessary to separate 
Stalin from Lenin, so Lenin must be separated 
from Marx—not in order to oppose one against 
the other, but so that both may be understood 
as real historical personalities. 


If we approach the writings of Marx and Lenin 
in this historical, truthful, and objective 
manner, we must distinguish Marx’s great 
thought about the liberating role of the work- 
ing class in modern history from Lenin’s 
specifically Russian thought about the leading 
role of the Communist Party. 


Broadly speaking, Marx defended the leading 
role of the working class—he defended its 
historical mission and workers’ activity: but 
he never imagined that this class itself might 
be dominated by a political Party—especially 
by the apparatus of this Party. 


According to him, the dictatorship of the 
proletariat was to be the temporary rule of 
the majority over the minority, and not the 
permanent terror of a minority against the 
people. 


Marx relies on man, on the working class, on 
the people as the motive force of History, not 
on the manipulation of people. For him, man 
is the subject of the historical process, and 
oo an object to be manipulated by appara- 
uses, 


Ideologists are not the 


true disciples 


Lenin’s concept of the Bolshevik Party is 
fundamentally different. This is because of the 
basic realities of Czarist Russia—an ocean of 
illiteracy with a numerically weak working 
class. But that does not make any less valid 
the criticism of Lenin’s conception that was 
made by Plekhanov, by Rosa Luxemburg, and 
by Trotsky. 


Putting Leninism into effect in Russia led to 
the political success of the working class, to 
a victorious revolution, and originally to the 
founding of a Socialist State. 


Putting the same pattern into effect in 
Czechoslovakia, where the literate working 
class was already the strongest political force 
at the time the Communist Party came into 
being, and where it represented the majority 
of the population even at the very beginning 
of the building of Socialism, has led to clear 
ailure. 


It was, and is, just as inappropriate that the 
Party should dominate the working class as 
that the Party apparatus should dominate the 
State. And it is so not because we are against 
Marx or Lenin, but precisely because we are 
for Marx and for an understanding of the 
historical context in which Lenin specifically 
adapted Marx’s heritage to Russia—not to 
Europe. 


If we think of Marx the scholar historically, 
bearing in mind the time in which he lived, 
the question of the timeless truth of his indi- 
vidual statements and attitudes does not arise, 
and so we- can appreciate the real worth of 
Marx’s valid and still applicable methodology: 
moreover, we can turn it against his apparent 
disciples—the ideologists. 


False image cannot be 
changed all at once 


To see how right this approach is, one has 
only to notice how violently the very people 
who claim to be Marxists hate the ruthless 
search for truth which is their master’s meth- 


odology. 


The fact is, the power-apparatus has won all 
along the line against the real Marx. But in 
this it has only paradoxically confirmed the 
genius’s paradoxical truth that institutions are 
stronger than people, ‘a truth the genius had 
already arrived at in his high-school essay, 
whereas it took the apparatus a whole century 
to get there. 


Because of its mass diffusion, the false image 
of Marx, as forged by ideologists of all shades 
in order to justify totalitarian dictatorship, 
cannot be changed all at once. 


At the moment, it is enough to say that the 
present process of democratisation is being 
hampered not by Marx, but by much more 
concrete individuals with much smaller intel- 
lectual capacities. We can hope that we shall 
defeat them, because reason alone can over- 
come power permanently. 


BUDAPEST/HUNGARY: A full squadron of 
Soviet tanks rumbles into action along a main 
street of the city in October 1956 to crush the 
uprising of students and workers. ‘“‘ The power- 
apparatus ”, writes Ivan Svitak, “has won all 
along the line against the real Marx. But in 
this it has only paradoxically confirmed his 
paradoxical truth that institutions are stronger 
than people.” 


The ideological caricature of Marx can per- 
haps be adequately conveyed by the absurdly 
surrealistic metaphor of one sociologist for 
whom Marx, perverted and deformed in the 
consciousness of society, is a monster with two 
heads which are trying to shout each other 
down, one with Soviet and one with Chinese 
slogans. 


By contrast, the faithful, historical picture of 
the real Marx shows the scholar, the European, 
the democrat, the Socialist, the tribune of the 
people, the humanist, the revolutionary, the 
internationalist, the giant personality, and the 
messenger of freedom. 


This true picture of the man Marx really was 
has been transformed by the apparatuses of 
the movement, and by History itself, into an 
absolute labyrinth of contradictions. 


HANS MAGNUS ENZENSBERGER: ON 


rumours of sordid affairs 


gigantic grandfather 

jehovah-bearded 

on brown daguerrotypes 

i see your face 

in the snow-white aura 

despotic quarrelsome 

and your papers in the linen 
press: 

butcher’s bills 

inaugural addresses 

warrants for your arrest 


your massive body 

i see in the ‘wanted’ book 
gigantic traitor 

displaced person 


in tail coat and plastron 
consumptive sleepless 
your gall-bladder scorched 
by heavy cigars 

salted gherkins laudanum 
and liqueur 


i see your house 
in the rue d’alliance 
dean street grafton terrace 
gigantic bourgeois 
domestic tyrant 
in worn-out slippers: 
soot and ‘ economic shit’ * 
usury ‘ as usual’ * 

’ children’s coffins 


no machine-gun 


i see it calmly 
in the british museum 
under the green lamp 


gigantic founder 


gigantic zaddik 
i see you betrayed 
by your disciples: 


in your prophet’s hand: 


break up your own house 
with a terrible patience 


for the sake of other houses 
in which you never woke up 


KARL MARX 


only your enemies 
remained what they were: 
isee your face 

on the last picture 

of april eighty-two: 


an iron mask: 
the iron mask of freedom 


TRANSLATED BY MICHAEL 
HAMBURGER 


*Quotations from Marx’s letters 
to Engels in the 1850s and 
1860s.—H.M.E. 
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Marx was a scholar of genius. But scientific 
knowledge continues to develop. In so far as 
this means that the limits of knowledge are 
constantly expanding, Marx’s scholarship is, 
of course, being outstripped by the evolution 
of the very social science that he founded. 


In discovering a valid methodology of social 
science, Marx discovered, therefore, a weapon 
against himself as a fetish-idol, against ideo- 
logical authority, and against the perversion 
of his own message of freedom. 


Marx was an earnest European, with deep 
roots in the European culture based on an- 
tiquity, Christianity, the Renaissance, and the 
Enlightenment. But his teaching was taken 
over in the east of Europe, and in Asia, where 
there was not only no Enlightenment but also 
no Renaissance. 


The core of Marx’s discoveries—his criticism 
-—had to be transformed into a bigoted ortho- 
dox faith in the unity of Church and State, 
which took the shape of a monopoly of power, 
irreconcilable with European cultural tradi- 
tion, with criticism, and with science. 


Economic demands aren't 
ends in themselves 


Marx was one of the greatest democrats of 
History. He stood for human and civil rights 
as the basis of political life. 


But there has been in our time the rise of the 
giant bureaucratic apparatuses of the modern 
State, of industrial societies, and of political 
machines, as well as the practical impossibility 
of following democratic procedures in Czarist 
Russia and then in a land of semi-literacy. 


All these have obstructed the development of 
those features of democracy that Marx took 
for granted, convinced as he was that “ One 
form of freedom depends on another. When- 
ever a specific freedom is questioned, freedom 
itself becomes questionable.” 


Marx was a Socialist. He worked to change 
production relations in order to emancipate 
the working class, humanity, and man ‘as an 
individual. 


But the narrow interpretation of his pro- 
gramme in purely economic terms, as an all- 
out programme of future prosperity, has led 
to the technocratic effort to create a consumer 
society. 


The means to the emancipation of mankind 
have thus become an end, contrary to Marx’s 
original intentions. For him, economic de- 
mands were only a means of emancipating 
man, and not an end in themselves. 
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Marx was a tribune of the workers’ movement, 
in which he saw a guarantee that mankind 
would be emancipated. 


But eventually organisations, apparatuses, and 
even State apparatuses acquired power over 
the movement itself and stifled every spon- 
taneous expression of the workers’ will as 
treason against Marx. 


The greatest treason against Marx, however, 
is the very existence of these power- 
apparatuses dominating the political move- 
ment of the working class. 


Man as a mere object 
for manipulation 


Marx was a humanist, for whom the meaning 
of human life lay in creation, in the develop- 
ment of man as a many-sided personality, in 
people’s participation in the historical process, 
and in the growth of human freedom. 


But these original aims, through which Marx 
hoped to achieve a revolutionary transforma- 
tion, have, in the apparatus version of 
Marxism, been completely subordinated to the 
functional conception of man as a mere object 
to be manipulated. 


In the vocabulary of the apparatus, there- 
fore, his central postulate, the freedom of 
man, has become a reactionary slogan. This is 
the most brutal castration that Marx has had 
to suffer. 


Marx was a revolutionary fully aware of his 
goal. Being a radical humanist in the middle 
of the 19th Century meant trying to bring 
about revolutionary change in the political 
and economic structure of society. 


Radical transformation of 
scientific technology 


But the transformation of the industrial 
countries of Europe, that was brought about 
by the organised strength of the workers’ 
movement, set in motion processes which 
changed the social position of the working 
class, its opinions, its political goals, and even 
the very character of the revolution. 


The original conception, that the proletarian 
revolution is a means of winning power, is 
being changed by the radical transformation of 
science and technology. This is the true revolu- 
tion, which is bringing mankind, and the work- 


EAST BERLIN/GDR: An elderly woman is 
helped over concrete slabs blocking a foot- 
path that runs alongside the Berlin Wall. 
Though in East Berlin territory, and controlled 
-by the German Democratic Republic, the foot- 
path provides the only possible means of access 


to a number of West Berlin houses. ‘“ The 
ploughed-up stretches of land, and the barbed 
wire between European countries’, writes 
Ivan Svitak, “are the most flagrant violation 
of Marx’s idea of internationalism ”’. 


ing class, much closer to freedom than any 
amount of fighting onthe barricades 


Marx was an_ internationalist, for whom 
national frontiers were barriers to under- 
standing between nations and between the 
working: classes. 


But the doctrine of ‘Socialism in one 
country ”, which is incompatible with Marx’s 
appeal to the workers of the world, has 
created a nationalistic pattern of co-operation 
between unequal nations. The ploughed-up 
stretches of land, and the barbed wire be- 
tween European countries, are the most 
flagrant violation of the idea of  inter- 
nationalism. 


It is against this idea of internationalism that 
the armed units stand on guard along the 
frontiers of Socialist countries. 


The embalmed corpse of 
Marxist ideology 


Marx was a great and many-sided personality. 
But he became the refuge of nonentities who 
knew, and know, that they cannot hope to turn 
the zeros that they are into numbers except by 
hiding behind his great figure. 


We need only compare the personality of 
Marx with that of today’s leaders to become 
convinced that History has a sense of comedy 
as cruel as it is malicious. 


Marx was a messenger of the freedom of man. 
That is why he attracted the hatred of appara- 
tuses of all colours. And in as much as pro- 
gress is the growth of human freedom, the 
living Marx will go on attracting their hatred. 


The embalmed corpse of the ideology con- 
nected with his name will still go on being 
exhumed in the solemn discourses of the 
official spokesmen of the apparatuses, who 
shower their decorations on the dead genius 
only because he does not have the strength to 
throw the medals back in their faces in the 
name of the very working class whom they 
would like to use as an alibi before the judg- 
ment of History. 
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The ideological conception of Marx is a per- 
version of the real Marx. It is being used to 
justify the domination of apparatuses over 
the workers’ movement. 


Marx is, at the same time, turned into a myth, 
an irrational authority, into the guarantor of 
the faith in the messianic role of the working 
class in modern history, into the focal point 
of the prophetically foretold workings of the 
“Laws of History ”. But Marx is not a saviour. 


As the social function of his teaching has 
changed, Marx has been made a prophet, a 
visionary, and a messiah. This was the out- 
come of the historical process in which, after 
his death, Marx’s various scientific views be- 
came norms of behaviour with absolute 
validity for the workers’ movement. 


In this way, scientific analysis of capitalism 
gradually grew to be a stereotype of ideo- 
logical formulae. For quite a long time these 
could refiect the reality of capitalism, but 
never the less they lost their scientific charac- 
ter. Marx is not an earthly messiah. 


Sad confusion in thought 
and practice 


As the discrepancies between Marx’s ‘analysis 
—perfectly accurate as regards the capitalism 
of his own time—and the reality at the turn 
of the century, and then in the period between 
the wars, grew, so this giant of critical thought 
had to be smothered in thicker and thicker 
clouds of the incense of faith and turned into 
the impotent dummy of May Day parades. 


For the gap between dogma and reality can be 
bridged only by faith—by faith in a leader, in 
the secular god of a mass movement, or by 
faith in the institution, in the secular church, 
all of which guarantee salvation to modern 
man. But Marx cannot be the object of faith. 
He is not a secular god. 


As soon as the lie of salvation—that is, faith 
in the revolutionary, liberating mission of the 
Communist Party—was substituted as a prin- 
ciple for the discipline of truth, the problem 
of faith, and of the decline of faith, emerged 
as the central issue. 


There came, consequently, the break with the 
intellectuals, who were unwilling to lay down 
their own intellect on the altar of the Party, 
of the nation, or of the movement. 


The famous statement “Believe the Party, 
Comrades ”’,* and the endless discussions on 
whether the Party is always right, revealed 
the total bankruptcy of critical thought, which 
was all the more absurd for being brought 
about in the name of Marx. 


At the same time, the absurd statement about 
the Party being the guarantor of truth and the 
focus of faith reflects the deep crisis in the 
consciousness of Left-wing intellectuals. 


It reflects, that is to say, the tragic confusion, 
in thought and in practice, which accompanied 
not only the trials and purges in Russia and 
Czechoslovakia, but also the establishment, in 


*TRANSLATOR’S NOTE: After the executions 
that followed the Slansky trial, Czechoslovak 
President and Party boss, Klement Gottwald. 
said in a speech that many comrades were 
asking: If so many Party leaders had been 
traitors, whom were they to believe? And 
he answered: “ Believe the Party, Comrades.” 
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3: THE LIE OF 
SALVATION 


the heart of Europe, of a measure of barbarity 
such as Czechs and Slovaks had hitherto ex- 
perienced only at the hands of foreign in- 
vaders but never at the hands of represen- 
tatives of their own nations. 


To this day, for example, text-books quote, as 
a warning example to school-children of the 
inhumanity of a system based on slavery, the 
killing, 2000 years ago, of the woman mathe- 
matician Hypatia by the mob of Alexandria, 
whom History holds fully responsible for the 
murder. 


Yet the present apparatuses are just as fully 
responsible for an act which is a unique per- 
formance in modern world history—the 
execution of a woman, Milada Horakova, for 
her political activity in time of peace. 


Faith in the Party was a defence against the 
appalling absurdities of life, which appeared 
totally incomprehensible and incompatible 
with the humanist goal that the ideology pro- 
claimed in words and destroyed in practice. 


The psychological mechanisms, both in- 
dividual and collective, of faith and despair, 
frustration and salvation, explain why, in a 
situation in which critical thought had totally 
ceased to function, attitudes toward the trials, 
toward the USSR, or toward Stalin became the 
*‘ touchstone ”. 


Accepting guilt to save 
one’s soul 


Once the premises according to which the 
discipline of truth about reality is subordin- 
ated to Party discipline, and to faith in salva- 
tion through the Party, were accepted, all 
that remained was to believe—to believe even 
beyond the grave, like those imprisoned Com- 
munists who died with Stalin’s name on their 
lips. It is precisely they who provoke the 
deepest disgust. 


The problem of faith—in the trials, in the 
Party, and in Stalin—also reflected the central 
issue—that is, the conviction that one has to 
accept guilt in order to save the meaning of 
one’s former commitment to the cause of 
Socialism, the meaning of the fight against 
fascism, the meaning of the building of 
Socialism. 


The greater the doubts that arose, the higher 
did the flame of faith have to rise, the showier 
did the auto da fe have to be. 


And the readier was the average man to 
accept the stereotyped resolution of his per- 
sonal doubts, presenting them before his own 
conscience as some kind of unessential, narrow 
consideration, insignificant in comparison with 


the cheering crowds, with the building of new 
plants, and with the undoubtedly noble aim of 
helping the people, which was constantly put 
forward by the agile ideology as reality, 
though in practice it did not exist. 


Neither Marx nor the working class accepts 
the ghastly game of pinning medals on the 
breasts of corpses in the name of their mur- 
derers. Neither Marx nor the working class, 
nor indeed History, recognises the rehabilita- 
tion of corpses—for, unlike the alibi-seekers 
of the apparatuses, they know very well what 
justice is. 

The working class, as Marx’s heir, has a clean 
slate. It did not murder and persecute free- 
dom, so it does not need the alibi and the 
farce of the sinister ceremonies in which 
decorations are solemnly returned to corpses 
which gave thanks for their executions, accept- 
ing the appalling sacrifice as a logical service 
to the same apparatuses which executed them 
and to which, during their lives, they had 
themselves belonged. 


The working class, like the intellectuals, looks 
with horror on this senseless performance 
which is meant to exculpate the apparatus in 
the eyes of History. It can only regard it as 
a provocation by the apparatus against com- 
mon sense, especially if these acts are per- 
formed, in the name of the process of re- 
birth, on Workers’ Day, on May 1. 


Last Will-and-Testament 
of the genius 


The baser the goals that are aimed at, the 
nobler must be the ideology that is used to 
justify them, for people do not normally have 
the “ courage ” to do evil, to hurt others, or to 
spread suffering unless the institutions of 
salvation, the Church or the Party, offer them 
sedatives to calm their conscience. 


Man cannot save himself through faith in a 
leader, in an ideology, or an institution: he 
cannot, through his emotions, win heaven or 
reason or happiness, which is a more civilian 
term for salvation. But he can understand 
himself as a free, active, responsible being, 
with his own reason and feelings. 


And then he will not be deaf to the heritage 
of the genius, whose last Will-and-Testament, 
translated into the language of today, might 
sound somewhat as follows. 


YES NO 

to to 
Internationalism Nationalism 
Sovereignty Colonialism 
Socialism State Capitalism 
Direct Democracy Dictatorship 
Parliamentarianism Monopoly of Power 
Culture Apparatuses 
Humanism Manipulation 
Critical Attitude Authorities 
The People The Masses 
The Individual The Elite 
Freedom Anarchy 


YES to Open Society. NO to Totalitarian 

Mechanisms. People of the World Unite 

Against the Rats of the World. Marx is 
Dead. Long Live Marz. 


TRANSLATED BY JARMILA VELTRUSKY 
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inequality, poverty, and Vietnam (as 
made, to cite just one instance, by 
Dave Fernbach in Black Dwarf) are 
plain false. 

This said, however, it is important to 
recognise that “student power”, as a 
world-wide phenomenon, gains its 
character and impetus from a revul- 
sion against the political systems that 
support Great Power oppression of 
both the world’s dispossessed and 
their own vulnerable minority groups. 


Significantly, as long as a radical 
alternative Government was thought 
even remotely possible in _ this 
country, we avoided American-style 
student conflict. It emerged only 
after a safe Labour majority had 
proved that Labour was not simply a 
non-radical Government by strategy, 
but by its very composition. 


This sense of betrayal at a national, 
and by extension, international level 
was the basis for the turning-in onto 
the university itself of feelings of 
bitter frustration, which led to the 
linking of international issues with 
local issues. 


Wide Debate 


Thus at LSE the appointment of Dr 
Adams was linked with the policy of 
the British Government toward 
Rhodesia, and the School’s invest- 
ments in companies connected with 
South Africa were linked with the 
whole apparatus of capitalism. 


Obviously, any militant worth his salt 
can dream up these linkages ad 
infinitum, and the scope for confron- 
tation is therefore endless. 


Also obviously, if every time confron- 
tation is declared, on any of these 
issues, it then blows up into major 
conflict, and if this process continues 
indefinitely, the university becomes a 
political battle-ground in which we 
witness the politicisation of every- 
thing. 

Academic teaching and research, in 
such a context as this, are slowly 
drained of that sense of relevance 
without which they cannot go on. It 
is because LSE’s authorities foresaw 
this, and feared it, that they decided 
to resist it at the beginning without 
any real concessions, and with the 
much-vaunted “ leniency ” as a neces- 
sary evil only when the “hard line” 
had been exhausted. 


It is the authorities who have 
escalated each confrontation into 
major conflict, and have brought 
about—as a result—the very disaster 


BIAFRA: THE REAL COST OF WAR 


Roger Moody writes: Biafran propa- 
gandists announce military gains “in 
all sectors”. The Italian paper, La 
Stampa, reports a “tremendous 
battle ” now going on, outside Biafra, 
in the Nigerian Mid-West. And the 
Federal Supreme Military Council, 
having re-shuffled its military pack 
and sent its key commanders back to 
‘Lagos, now makes plans to re-take 
Owerri. 


‘Two weeks ago, the Federal Executive 
Council met to consider the Nigerian 
budget. They imposed increases in 
import, excise, and export duties, plus 
a system of graduated super-tax, and 
reckoned on an estimated revenue of 
£40 million more than 1968-69. 


But these measures—even with the 
estimate by Royal Dutch/Shell that 
its oil revenues have doubled in the 
first quarter of this year, plus an un- 
precedented boost in Nigeria’s 
ground-nut sales—cannot disguise 
the toll of Nigeria’s war. 
Peter Stewart, BBC Nigerian Corres- 
pondent, put the situation bluntly a 
fortnight ago (Listener, May 8): 
“The war, which, after the rebel 
capture of Owerri, is not over by a 
long shot, has reduced Nigeria’s 
external economy to hand-to-mouth 
terms.” 
Stewart points out that bankers in 
Nigeria have estimated that Nigeria 


owes “something like 100 million 
Nigerian pounds in foreign exchange, 
mostly as a result of the war”, and 
that “a small cloud no bigger than 
a banker’s hand ” has appeared in the 
shape of the West German Deutsche 
Bank, which has now refused further 
letters of credit to a Nigerian bank: 


“The danger that could turn the 
small cloud into a storm is that 
other international banks could 
follow the Deutsche Bank.” 


Secret Memo 


Richard West, writing in the same 
issue of the Listener, after a visit to 
Biafra that convinced him that “ if 
Nigeria, backed by Russia and 
Britain, manages to destroy Biafra, 
the rest of black Africa will be 
doomed to neo-colonialism, sloth, cor- 
ruption, anarchy, and despair”, is 
even more adamant: 

“The odd alliance of Hausas and 

Yorubas that keeps Nigeria united 

is starting to fall apart.” 


West adds that one of the British 
banks in Nigeria last February issued 
a secret memo, warning its bank man- 
agers of a secret coup and urging 
them to be cautious in their loans. 


Certainly, the Nigerian Government 
has been acutely sensitive of late to 
any internal criticism. In April, for 


example, the manager of the Ibadan 
Nigerian Tribune was sent to prison 
aiter his paper had printed an 
editorial in March that urged “an 
immediate return to civilian rule in 
the interests of the country”. 


The war is clearly not having a 
uniformly deleterious effect on the 
Nigerian economy—or on foreign in- 
vestments. A company like Paterson 
Zochonis can, for example, still refer 
to the “negligible effect” of the 
situation on its profits. 


It’s significant, however, that last 
week the Amalgamated Metal Corpor- 
ation announced that it was “ taking 
such steps as we can to reduce our 
commitment in the country” follow- 
ing losses due to war. 


More seriously, since it bears on the 
validity of the current State system 
of administration, the tax riots in the 
Western Region show no sign of 
abating. On Monday, May 5, at least 
four people were killed, including a 
traditional chief, in an anti-tax riot at 
Tla-Orangun, 90 miles north-west of 
Ibadan. 


Meanwhile, the mercy work contin- 
ues, with new records for flights be- 
ing made almost every week. The 
battle for Umuahia resulted in an 
estimated half-a-million more refu- 
gees for immediate care. That is the 
real cost of this war. 


ULSTER IS ON A TIME BOMB 


Bob Overy writes: The Civil Rights 
Association (CRA) in Northern Ire- 
land has become aware that it is the 
unofficial opposition to the Unionist 
Government. 

Its “ultimatum” (deliberately so 
called by the CRA) to the Govern- 
ment, issued by the 70 delegates from 
Civil Rights groups all over the 
Province at a meeting near Enniskil- 
ten last Sunday, is a clear indication 
of this. 

Chichester-Clark and his Government 
are threatened with a renewed cam- 
paign of civil disobedience if, in six 
weeks’ time, they have failed to 
announce a time-table for reforms 
and the withdrawal of the Public 
Order (Amendment) Bill. 


The CRA can call on a handful of 
MPs in the Stormont Parliament to 
act on behalf of the movement, but 
its real power lies in the streets. This 
ultimatum is a calculated attempt to 


make its followers aware of their 
power, at a time when the Unionist 
Government had seemed to be snatch- 
ing the initiative. 

The ultimatum may now force the 
Government back on the defensive 
again, for they were already facing 
the prospect of massive civil dis- 
obedience when the Public Order 
(Amendment) Bill—designed to 
smash sit-down demonstrations—be- 
came law, and now the CRA has 
insisted that the promises of reform 
be made more specific, and quickly. 


Chichester-Clark, O’Neill’s successor, 
seemed to be getting on top of the 
situation, having rallied Unionists of 
all persuasions behind his policy of 
gradual reforms, an amnesty for 
police and Paisleyites (as well as civil 
righters) and the introduction of the 
Public Order Bill to deal with demon- 
strators. 


Civil righters, on the other hand, 


seemed to be losing the initiative, 
with the apparent acceptance by the 
Unionists of their main demands, the 
amnestying of prominent figures like 
Bernadette Devlin and Gerry Fitt, 
round whose court appearances 
demonstrations could have been 
organised, and the decision of Paisley 
to leave ‘“law-and-order” to the 
police (and the Public Order Bill). 


Now, however, it seems unlikely that 
the Unionists will be capable of 
acceding both to the renewed pres- 
sure for reform and to the with- 
drawal of the Public Order Bill—and 
it is probable either that the Govern- 
ment will refuse to meet the ulti- 
matum, or that it will try to meet it 
and the Unionist Party will split. 


The most probable outcome from this 
will be direct rule from Westminster, 
which would be an unmitigated 
disaster. Northern Ireland is likely to 
go up in July, 


they sought to avert: the transforma- 
tion of LSE into an academic disaster 
area. 


How could this have been avoided? 
There are, in my view, only two 
alternatives. 


The first, a more cleverly manipula- 
tive or subtly pragmatic approach— 
such as, for example, not installing 
the gates, and not closing the School 
(unsuccessfully) the day before an 
occupation—is the approach usually 
recommended by conservative critics 
of the Administration’s policies. 


This approach would almost certainly 
have made life easier, for a time, 
and would have averted the chasm of 
mistrust that now divides students 
and Administration. But it would 
only have bought time: confronta- 
tions would still have been forced, 
and any strategems that shirked 
genuine negotiation would have been 
exposed. 


The other alternative was to have 
pinned faith, from the very outset, in 
the democratic process itself. If the 
militants are wrong, they must be 
shown to be wrong on their own 
ground—debate. If they are right, 
let’s get on with implementing what- 
ever it is they’re right about. 


Outlook Grim 


At every stage in the history of the 
last three years at LSE, when con- 
frontation -has crystallised round 
some particular issue, that issue 
should immediately have been put to 
debate. I mean debate not simply by 
students, staff, and Governors in their 
separate conclaves, but somehow, by 
some means, comprehensive debate as 
a combination of open forum and 
referendum, to be voted on by all 
members of the School. 


For one of the most damaging 
features of the past three years is 
that the Administration has never 
once admitted that the militants 
might, just possibly, have a case: 
a case, moreover, that has to be met 
rationally and by persuasion, not by 
diktats from on high. 

The time has now come, with the 
fresh twist to the spiral of conflict 
and control, to learn from our past 
mistakes. But since the only possible 
Start would be to reinstate Bateson 
and Blackburn, and drop disciplinary 
charges and penalties against the 
students, one can only be despondent 
about prospects for recovery at LSE. 


SPECIAL OFFER 


This issue of PEACE NEWS is 
an “outside broadcast ” issue 
for Community Action Union’s 
Whitsun Walk. 


Get yourself extra copies for 
selling, and for distribution to 
social workers, local govern- 
ment people, and students: 


20 for 10s (post free) 


We also have an “inside 
broadsheet” on Marx, Czech- 
oslovakia and the Left. Re- 
prints of our centre four pages 
are available at 6d each or: 


5s for 12 (post free) 
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REVOLUTION 


AS A RELI 
CRUSADE 


GIOUS 


Most people have “ heard about ” the Doukhobors, but heard very little. 
They live in Canada, they came from Russia. When they have come into 
conflict with the State authorities, they have made use of bizarre protest 
techniques, such as stripping naked in public and burning down their 
own houses. Oh yes, and Tolstoy was active in helping them at one 


stage. 


That’s about it for most of us. The Brothers Karamazov as Hippies: 
Quakers with dynamite. Here, Kevin McGrath discusses their history, 
fully documented for the first time in a new book by George Woodcock 
and Ivan Avakumovic, and suggests parallels with some contemporary 
forms of militant protest and attempts at building utopian communities. 


KEVIN McGRATH writes on 
the Doukhobors 


HOLY MADMEN? 


THE DOUKHOBORS by George Wood- 
cock and Ivan Avakumovic (Faber 
& Faber 55s). 


It’s no accident that it was religious 
struggles that threw up the terms dis- 
senter and non-conformist, Perhaps it 
is only on the foundation of some 
kind of religious conviction that a sus- 
tained refusal to knuckle under to 
what everyone else sees as the 
common-sense truth is possible, on a 
communal level. 


Or at least any such refusal must in- 
corporate something of religion. Wit- 
ness the liturgical overtones of 
Maoism, or the iconography of the 
cult of Che. 


Wrestlers for the 
Holy Spirit 


The long drawn-out martyrdom of the 
Doukhobors, in Tsarist Russia, in 
*‘democratic”” Canada, and in the 
Soviet Union, too, out of the lime- 
light, demonstrates both the strength 
and the weakness of making revolu- 
tion as a religious crusade. 


The essential thing about the 
Doukhobors is that they do not fit in. 
So far as the State was concerned, 
this has been obvious ever since they 
emerged in Russia in the 18th Cen- 


PACIFIST UNIVERSALIST SERVICE 
3.30 pm Sunday May 25 


Essex Chureh Hall 
Palace Gardens Terrace 
Notting Hill Gate 


Roger Elbourne: YOUTH 1969 


tury, to be given the contemptuous 
name they still bear—Doukhobor, 
which means Spirit Wrestler. 


The suggestion of the name was that 
they wrestled against the Holy Spirit. 
So the irrepressible Doukhobors 
promptly reversed this interpretation, 
and adopted the name for themselves. 


Messianic devotion 
to leadership 


Through a series of persecutions, 
exiles, and migrations, first within 
Russia and then, from the end of the 
last century on, through the west of 
Canada, they have demonstrated the 
fundamental unity of these on-the- 
face-of-it disparate States. 


Refuse to go along with the system, 
or to dissent in a respectable and 
assimilable fashion, and the differ- 
erence between Tsarist Agent, Soviet 
Commissar, and Canadian Mountie 
will rapidly vanish. 

But of course, that’s not all. It’s not 
just the Tyrant State that finds these 
turbulent Doukhobors impossible to 
fit neatly into any convenient, or in- 
convenient, pigeon-hole. 


Class them as Anarchists, for ex- 
ample, and you find that behind the 
surface of communal consideration 
and consensus-reaching machinery, 
you have a Messianic devotion to 
hereditary leadership. 


But then you find those who are most 
extreme in their devotion to their 
earthly leader openly defying him, 
reproaching him for his corruption, 
and destroying his property so as to 
cleanse him of this corruption. 


Class them as Pacifists, on the other 
hand, and you come up against the 
near-nihilistic activities of the group 
known by the evocative title, Sons of 
Freedom. 

This group, in a campaign of opposi- 
tion to the Canadian authorities, and 
to those Doukhobors who were more 
inclined to go along with the inevit- 
able, which lasted half-a-century right 
into the 1960s, carried out well over 
1000 bombings and burnings. 


But look closer, and you find that 
most of these acts (“the black work’’) 
were directed against Doukhobor 
property, and moreover, in a very 
high proportion of cases, against the 
property of those who carried them 
out. 


Non-cooperation with 
the military 


Class them as Christians, finally, and 
you find that the Doukhobor tradition 
regards the Bible as of relatively 
minor importance compared to “ the 
Living Book” of oral tradition, and 
of contemporary inspiration. Jesus 
Christ, for example, is typically re- 
garded as a precursor and a mere 
human being, on whom later 
Doukhobors have made some impor- 
tant advances. 


And yet, on the face of it, there has 
been nothing extraordinary about the 
demands made by the Doukhobors. 
Ali they have ever asked from the 
State is that they should be left alone 
to live in peace, and that their system 
of Village Communism, which echoes, 
and has sought to develop, the kind 


1903: The first Sons of Freedom 
march nude through the Canadian 
Prairies in protest against what 
they believe to be the growth of 
materialism in their brethren. Most 
of the women here seem to be preg- 
nant. Photo from Provincial 
Archives of Alberta. 


of values of Russian tradition in this 
area that inspired Tolstoy, should be 
tolerated. 


They have also always demanded that 
they should be freed from compulsory 
military service (and of any kind of 
co-operation with conscription, such 
as registering for Selective Service, 
though there has been a pragmatic 
flexibility over this at certain times) 
and that they should be allowed to 
decide for themselves how they wish 
their children to be educated. 


Admitted, such “moderate” de- 
mands imply total revolution, but one 
would have thought that this implica- 
tion could have been safely ignored 
by the Canadian authorities, in view 
of the fact that the demands came 
from a few thousand isolated farmers, 
cut off from their neighbours, and so 
from any danger of seditiously infect- 
ing them, by the fact that they spoke 
Russian and had no intention of learn- 
ing English. 

It’s more understandable why the 
Russian authorities had been worried, 
especially when in 1895, in a new 
wave of Doukhobor enthusiasm, 
back-sliders who had registered for 
military service began to refuse to 
obey orders (one of these, Sherbinin 
by name, was beaten to death with 
bundles of thorny branches as a re- 
sult) and the main Doukhobor com- 
munities held mass bonfires of all 
firearms. 


Nude marches bring 
‘purification’ 


But when, after the main mass of 
Doukhobors had been extracted from 
the hands of the Russian authorities 
under pressure of world opinion, 
whipped up by Tolstoy’s denuncia- 
tions and with the help of Western 
humanitarians and Quakers, it is not 
so easy to see why a fresh conflict 
should develop in the new home of 
the Doukhobors in Canada. 


The explanation lies partly in the 
determination of the Doukhobors that 
they had been pushed far enough, and 
had no intention of abandoning their 
principles and their way-of-life, to 
protect which they had abandoned 
all material possessions and travelled 
half-way round the world. 


Within a short time of arriving in 
Canada, the Doukhobors had been 
robbed, on a shoddy legalistic basis 
and for political reasons, of much of 
the land they had initially been 
granted. 


It was against this background that 
the Sons of Freedom made their 
appearance, with their innovations of 
nude marches and arson, practices 
which, as Woodcock and Avakumovic 
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Celto-phobia on the Euston 
to Holyhead railway 


John 
Arden’s 


PERSONAL 
COMMENT 


The damage to the Belfast water 
supply, and the threats against the 
Prince of Wales’s mini-coronation, 
though serious enough in themselves, 
do not, I think, justify the Govern- 
ment falling victim to the sort of 
“ Celto-Phobia ” that Livy reports in 
Rome at the time of the Gaulish 
attack on that city. 


The Roman populace, wrote Livy, 
told each other horrific tales of the 
giant size of these Trans-Alpine 
adversaries, with their wild braided 
hair, their huge beards, and their in- 
credible battle frenzy. 


The stories, as usual, proved exag- 
gerated: and after one serious de- 
feat, the Romans succeeded in sus- 
taining the shock of the invasion, and 
the Gauls in due time settled down 
north of the Appenines and even- 
tually gave birth to the poets Virgil 
and Catullus, if not the lovers Romeo 
and Juliet. 


Never the less, there is apparently 
a police policy in force on the Euston- 
Holyhead railway that is at present 
quite unmodified by any study of 
Livy’s -later chapters. Recently, I 
travelled by this route to Ireland. 
Though not of giant size, I was 
bearded and unkempt, and my 
clothes were somewhat casually 
arranged. 

I was carrying an over-full briefcase, 
and a suitcase with a broken handle 
tied up with string. I was tired and a 
little flustered, having had—as they 
say—a bad day. I woke in the middle 
of the night at Holyhead, and began 
to stagger from train to ship, think- 
ing only of getting to sleep again as 
soon as possible. 


Then the politics bit 


came in... 


At the entrance to the dock, I was 
startled to be intercepted by a de- 
tective-officer of, I believe, the 
Special Branch. He was by no means 
an ordinary ee bear-like 
Barlow or terrier-like Lestrade—but a 
blonde, sneering, cold-eyed young 
man with a carefully-trimmed fringe- 
beard. He looked as though he had 
been trying to impersonate Ralph 
Schoenman for the purpose of con- 
victing Bertrand Russell. 


He asked me to identify myself. Be- 
mused by weariness, I did so. He did 


not appear to believe me. He then 
proceeded to question me for 20 
minutes about my way-of-life, my 
politics, my previous convictions, my 
education. 


Having once before been mistaken by 
a policeman on a railway station for 
a real wanted man (a _ kidnapper 
whose face had been in all the 
papers) I thought this might be some- 
thing of the same sort, and so was 
fairly co-operative to start with. 


But then the politics bit came in: 
and then a vague reference in his 
questioning to the Caernarvon Investi- 
ture and the Ulster troubles. 


My replies to his questions got rather 
frosty. I showed him an out-of-date 
passport I happened to have with me. 
This apparently convinced him that 
I was who I said I was. 


But even then he asked me the pur- 
pose of a trip I had made to Italy in 
1954! And even as he apologised for 
detaining me so long, and said J 
could now go on board the ferry, he 
sneered in disbelief. 

It was altogether a very strange ex- 
perience, and one that resulted, I am 
convinced, from the fact that, since 
I live in a very wild place with few 
amenities, I have not shaved for three 
months. I wonder what he would have 
done with me had I been wearing a 
horned helmet? 

Intending travellers via Holyhead, 
take warning: if you have a beard 
and get stopped, it’s not pot they’re 
after, but bombs! 


THE DOUKHOBORS: HOLY MADMEN? 


x from page 10 


point out in their impressive new 
book, were “peculiarly Canadian”, 
the products of the pressures of 
Canadian society on the Doukhobors. 


The important thing to note about 
these activities is that—especially at 
first—they were not intended as pro- 
tests, but as purification. 


You stripped naked, for example, be- 
cause Adam was naked before he fell. 
You burned your farm because to 
accumulate property was to lack faith. 
(In a similar situation back in Russia, 
whole Doukhobor villages had dis- 
persed their excess property to needy 
non-Doukhobor neighbours.) And you 
liberated your livestock because you 
had no right to exploit God’s 
creatures. 


But with such a strong sense of com- 
munai identity, it is hardly surprising 
that it was easy to make the jump 
from mortifying your own flesh, and 
getting rid of your own property, to 
cleansing your fellow Doukhobor by 
parading naked through his village, or 
burning down his materialistic barn. 


The fact remains, however, that 
throughout the long, bitter years of 
“the black work”, in spite of all the 
cruel excesses that developed, the 
Sons of Freedom concentrated on 
attacking Doukhobor property (there 
were, in all, about 10 deaths known 
for sure, most of them victims of 
their own prematurely exploding 
bombs) and never made the seemingly 
logical progression on toward true 
guerrilla violence against the repres- 
sion of the Canadian Government. 


Significantly, what seems to have 
worried the Canadians more than the 
bombing and burning was the nude 
parading. In 1931, for example, the 
Federal Government secured an 
amendment to the Criminal Code pro- 
viding a mandatory imprisonment of 
three years for nudity in a public 
place. 

The sequel was an upsurge in such 
demonstrations, and within a year 
600 adults had been sentenced to the 
full three-year term, leaving 365 
children arrested or abandoned to the 
rest of the Doukhobor community. A 
special penal colony had to be built. 


But though protest and coercion be- 
gan to play a strong part in such 
activities, the root purpose of purifica- 
tion seems to have remained. And 
what differentiates them still further 
from other superficially similar tradi- 
tions is that the effect of such 
activities in alienating non-Douk- 
hobors was, in many ways, both wel- 
come and even sought after. 


Direct action to halt 


assimilation 


We must, in other words, see this 
variety of direct action not as an 
attempt to gain sympathy and support 
from the wider public, which failed, 
but rather as directed toward purify- 
ing the communal consciousness of 
the Doukhobors, toward preventing 
and slowing down integration into out- 
side society and halting the erosion 
of the Doukhobor tradition. 


Thus the role of terrorism and nudism 
for the Doukhobors finds an interest- 
ing parallel in the present cult of 
militant Black Violence. It was a 


direct response to the oppression of 
the macro-society, and a rejection of 
any assimilationist solution. If we try 
to see it as directed primarily toward 
changing the macro-society, we are 
probably missing the point. 

In the long run, none the less, it 
seems that assimilation has won, so 
far as the Doukhobors are concerned. 
The village communes are split up, 
and the once-prosperous orchards, 
which demonstrated the economic 
success that such communes could 
achieve, are largely neglected. 


Those Doukhobors who today work 
on the land operate as independent 
farmers, not strikingly different in 
many ways from their non-Doukhobor 
neighbours. The rest rely largely on 
seasonal and migrant work, as con- 
struction workers and so forth. 


The battle with the Canadian 
authorities seems, in fact, to have 
been fought to a rather inconclusive 
draw, with an acceptance by these 
authorities of a degree of toleration 
that could probably have gone far to 
avoid the whole conflict if it had come 
earlier, 

That is, of course, the way of 
English-speaking America. So far it 
has succeeded only too well. We end 
with a pseudo-Quaker as President, 
and with a Mormon (George Romney) 
as one of the runners-up for last 
year’s Presidential candidacy. Poor 
William Penn. Poor Brigham Young. 
Poor Doukhobors. Poor us. 


And yet. It is hard to believe that the 
contribution of the Doukhobors to 
history is finished. That long inner- 
directed struggle for survival cannot 
just be forgotten. Reading this book 
is one way of making sure it isn’t. 
Holy madmen. And one half of the 
Revolution? 


Peace News 23 May 1969 11 


DIARY 


As this is a free service, we reserve the 
right to select from notices sent in. To 
make the service as complete as possible, 
we urge organisers to: 


1. Send entries to arrive not later than 
first post Monday (Friday preferred). 


2. Include date, town, place (hall, 
street): nature of event, speakers, 
organisers (and secretary's address). 


To publicise full details, book a Classified 
or displayed advertisement. 


Remember to order copies of Peace News 
for your advertised meeting: Sale or 
Return. From Circulation Department, 
5 Caledonian Road, N1. 


23 May Friday 


SOUTHALL. 8 pm. ‘‘ White Hart ’— 
Uxbridge Road (opp Bowling Alley). Folk, 
jazz, blues club. Freeman Syndicate. 


24 May Saturday 


LONDON N4. 11 am. North West Entrance 
of Finsbury Park for carnival procession 
at noon via Upper Tollington Park 
through ‘Camden Square and back to 
Finsbury Park at 8 pm for a children's 
carnival including drama, dancing, music. 
barbecue, and happenings. Come with 
floats, fancy dress, and above all, child- 
ren! Organised by the Positive Movement 
for children and their right to play. Co- 
ordinators: Brian Collingwood and David 
Hatchard, 10 Lady Somerset Road, Lon- 
don NW5. GUL 1645. (See also page 2.) 


BRISTOL. Mornings, Queens Road. On Sale, 
Peace News and peace books, Helpers wel. 
come. Chris Shellard. 


24-25 May Sat-Sun 


LONDON. 11 am. Trafalgar Square. 
Assemble for walk through West End, 
Bayswater, Notting Hill, Willesden, Kil- 
burn, and Camden to the Round House 
for an evening of words, music, and films 
at 8 pm. Sunday: Leave Round House 10 
am, Walk through Kentish Town, Isling- 
ton, Dalston, Spitalfields, Bermondsey, 
Deptford, New ‘Cross, Peckham, and Brix- 
ton to Clapham Common, Sponsored Walk 
connecting the twilight areas of London 
to raise money for community action. 
Community Action Union, 16 Westbourne 
Park Road, London W2. Tel: 01-229 7832. 


24-26 May Sat-Mon 


ALDERMASTON. 2 pm: Dedicatory Service 
outside UKAE Aldermaston. 6 pm: All 
Saints’ Church, Basingstoke. Sunday: 
9.30 am: Leave All Saints 'Church, 7 pm: 
Arrive Andover, Mission Rooms, New 
Street. Monday: 9 am: Leave Andover. 
12.30 pm: Porton, 2 pm: Leave Porton. 
5 pm: Final Service at Salisbury. March 
for Life. CCND, 29 Great James Street, 
London WC1. 


25 May Sunday 
LONDON NI. Send your landlord on the 
CAU march and join Peace News readers 
for Play-In on Gandhi play-space. 2 pm 
onward, Story Street, off Caledonian Road. 
Or meet at Peace News 1.30 pm. 
LONDON WC2, 7.30 pm. Arts Laboratory, 
182 Drury Lane, Lectures 69, Harvey 
Matusow: ‘‘ The Joys of Corruption ’’. 


27 May Tuesday 


LONDON N77. 7.30 am. Holloway Prison, 
Parkhurst Road. Celebrate the release of 
Pat Arrowsmith. Banners and flowers 
would be nice. 

LONDON WCl1. 6.30 pm. Dick Sheppard 
House, Endsleigh Street, London Area 
members meeting. PPU. 


28 May Wednesday 


LONDON WCI. 7.30 pm. 6 Endsleigh 
Street. Open Meeting. Christian Non- 
Violent Action. 


29 May Thursday 


LONDON N39. 8 pm. Congregational Church 
Halil, Lower Fore Street. Group AGM. 
Open to members in North London, ‘ The 
Function of the PPU Today.’’ PPU, 


30 May Friday 
BIRMINGHAM. 7.15 pm. Dr Johnson House, 
Bull Street. Film: ‘‘A Plague On Your 
Children’’ and addresses on ‘‘ World 
Government ’’ by Ioan Evans and Peter 
Archer. British Association for World 
Government, J. E. Traxson, 679 Shirley 
Road, Birmingham 28. 


OXFORD. 8.15 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
43 St Giles. ‘‘ Civilian Resistance as a 
means of Defence—Czechoslovakia and 
the Soviet Union’. Adam Roberts. Oxford 
Friends. 


30May Fri-1June Sun 


SWANWICK. 6 pm. Friday. The Hayes 
Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire. 
Weekend conference, Religion and Peace, 
Swami Avyaktananda, Richard Clements, 
Donald Groom, Rev Leonard Schiff. Cost 
£3 inclusive. Fellowship of Friends of 
Truth. Ruth Richardson, 52 Green Meadow 
Road, Birmingham 29. 


31 May Saturday 


LONDON NW1. Round House, Chalk Farm. 
Accord International Ball. First major 
fund-raising event as part of the Camden 
Fringe Festival. Accord. Further details: 
Phone 727 8518. 


31May Sat-1June Sun 


STEVENAGE. Friends Meeting House, 
Stevenage, Herts. Resurgence Fourth 
World Conference, Satish Kumar, Leopold 
Kohr, John Papworth, Details: Resur- 
gence, 94 Priory Road, London NW6. 


““What should the first man to 
land on the Moon say as he 
touches ground? ” 


‘That’s the Sunday Telegraph’s 
mind-boggling contribution to the 
midsummer moon madness that is 
building inexorably to what I an- 
ticipate will be a resoundingly 
bathetic climax with the actual 
eee landing in a few weeks’ 
ime. 


For some odd reason, the Sun- 
day Telegraph appears to think 
that the Famous First Words 
should take the form of a quota- 
tion. ’'d have thought that the 
event would be unique enough to 
merit some original remark. 


so * * 


I suspect that there are NASA 
scriptwriters and PR men racking 
their brains over the right words, 
not for the Sunday Telegraph’s 
eek competition, but for 
real, 


I'd imagine they’re most likely to 
think in terms of some patriotic 
and inspirational quotation. 


(“ My eyes have seen the Glory ”, 
then the voice breaks, and the 
cameras cut to Space Control, 
where everyone is slapping each 


JOHN 
BALL’S 
COLUMN 


Still, in view of the fact that there 
is absolutely no way they can 
make the performers stick to the 
script, perhaps it’s not too much 
to hope that something human 
will creep out. “ Oh Christ, we’ve 
forgotten the Stars and Stripes! ” 


* * * 


What to say when landing on the 
moon is a problem that few of 
my readers are likely to come up 
against in real life. What to say 
on coming out of jail is, I hope 
and trust, something they are 
more likely to have to consider. 


Scottish Nationalist and pacifist 
Oliver Brown came up with one 
that might be useful, when com- 


ing out of Greenock Jail. It was 
directed to the Governor: 
“T am most grateful to you for 
your hospitality, and only re- 
gret that I am not in a position 
to return it.” 


* * * 


I dedicate that quote to Pat 
Arrowsmith (see Diary, and wel- 
come out) and to Timothy Daly. 
He, if you’ve forgotten, is serving 
four years in the Scrubs for try- 
ing to burn down the Imperial 
War Museum. . 
(Personally, I think it should be 
preserved until we can turn it 
into the Anti-Imperial Anti-War 
Museum.) 

Tim is limited as to letters and 
visitors (one of the most un- 


forgivable absurdities of the 
penal system) but can be sent 
greeting cards. 004105, HM 


Prison, Wormwood Scrubs, Du 
Cane Road, London W112. 


* * * 


Watch Yesterday’s Witness on 
BBC next Monday (May 26) if you 
missed it this week, for the 
second half of a two-part pro- 
gramme on the treatment of COs 
in the First World War. 


CLASSIFIED 


Terms: 6d per word, minimum 4s. Dis- 
counts for series. Box No—1s extra. Cash 
with order (not stamps, please). Adverts 
to reach 5 Caledonian Road, London Ni 
by first post Monday. Box No replies to 
same address. Displayed advertisement 
rates on application. 


Personal 


FILM DOCUMENTARY. Professional Unit/ 
Budget £500/Wants £300. Not only is your 
financial contribution required, but your 
complete dedication in pre-production and 
shooting. If you want to get involved in 
a 28-hour day, phone 01-887 1855 or write 
Box No 900. 


ARE YOU the lonely, loving girl willing 
to share life and home (Midlands) with 
sympathetic, unsophisticated male, 32, 
liberal, agnostic, non-pacifist? Please 
write. Photo appreciated. Box No 899. 


GROUP of workers for peace forming 

Housing Association to create small Peace 

Centre in central London. We urgently 

need Architect and Accountant as group 

Se Accommodation if wanted. Box 
) a 


DUREX. Gossamer 21s three dozen. 
Featherlite 13s 6d dozen. Supertrans 10s 
dozen. Personal service. PO Box No 3, 
Horbury, Wakefield. 


FREE SPECIMEN COPY of Peace News 
sent to any friends of yours who might 
be a potential reader, Send names and 
addresses to: Circulation, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London N1. 


INTRODUCTORY ‘Correspondence Course 
for Esperanto, the international language 
(3s including pronunciation record). Non- 
racial and non-national. From: Workers 
Esperanto Movement, 27 Argyle Road, 
Ilford, Essex, 


“IT RENOUNCE WAR and 1 will never 
support or sanction another.” This pledge, 
signed by each member, is the basis of 
the Peace Pledge Union. Send your pledge 
to: PPU Headquarters, Dick Sheppard 
House, 6 Endsleigh Street, London WCi. 


WHEN IN a Co-op shop, quote London Co- 
op number 336943, or send us the dividend 
cheque. The resulting dividend will be 
paid into the Peace News Fund. Try 
learning the number. 


MICHAEL SHIELDS. 152 Fortess Road, 
London NW5, Interior, exterior decorating. 
Percentage of profits to Peace News. 


Publications 


FREEDOM PRESS. Publish Anarchy 
monthly 2s, Freedom weekly 6d. Trial 
subscription to both for two months: 8s 
post free. 84B Whitechapel High Street 
(Angel Alley) London El. 


TRIBUNE. The leading socialist weekly. 
Absolutely essential reading for every 
socialist, radical, and revolutionary. You 
certainly won't agree with everything we 
say—nobody does, nobody ever has. But 
workers by hand and ‘by brain read 
Tribune, and use it to express their 
views. You can’t afford to be out of touch. 
Every Friday. From: newsagents, or 24 
St John Street, London EC1. 


PEACE PACKETS. £1 a year pays for auto- 
matic regular dispatches of latest peace 
pamphlets, booklets, leaflets, etc. from 
many organisations, and Housmans 
literature lists. 5 Caledonian Road, Lon- 
don 'N1, Start now! 


LEAFLETS, POSTERS plus a wide range 
of peace, radical, and political literature 
(and any book in print) can be obtained 
through Housmans (the Peace News book- 
sellers). Sale or return selections for 
meetings etc (everything arranged for 
you). Write or call: Housmans, 5 Cale- 
donian Road, London Nl TER 4473. 


THE NEW YORK REVIEW of Books. 
America’s foremost literary and political 
magazine. Fortnightly. 3s 6d. Now avail- 
able from: Housmans Bookshop, 5 Cale- 
donian Road, London Ni. TER 4473. 


For Sale 


POSTERS PRINTED by Housmans, Quick, 
cheap. 50 size 20in x l5in 69s post free. 
Quotations on request. Five-day delivery 
service, 5 Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, 
London Ni. 


BOMBS ON BIAFRA. Father Maher's first- 
hand report reprinted from Peace News of 
April 11. Quantities free on request (cost 
6s per 100: pay if you can). PN Promo- 
tions, 5 Caledonian Road, London N1. 


Situations Vacant 


VOLUNTARY COMMITTEE on Overseas 
Aid and Development invites applications 
for the post of Youth Against Hunger 
officer. The post involves working with 
youth organisations and young people 
interested in the problems of the Third 
World and its relationship with the rich 
countries and initiating political and 
educational programmes. Experience of 
political/social action essential. Salary 
£1,050 per annum, Three weeks holiday. 
Start as soon as possible, Closing date 
June 7. Applications: VCOAD, 69 Victoria 
Street, London SW1. 


Cinema 


FORBIDEN FILM FESTIVAL, Exclusively 
for members of New Cinema Club, 122 
Wardour Street, London Wil (734 5888: 
membership 25s). Corman’s ‘'‘ The Trip’ 
and ‘‘ Wild Angels ’’, and Robbe-Grillet’s 


‘‘Trans-Europe Express". Plus new 
season. Plus repeat of ‘' Weekend", 
“Chelsea Girls", ‘‘ Relativity’’, and 


‘Echoes of Silence'’, Plus new all-night 
underground orgy. And much more. Free 
illustrated programme available now, 


Published by Peace News Ltd at 5 
Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, London N1 
and printed in Great Britain by Goodwin 
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Available on order from all Newsagents. 
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